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Dear Sir: 

Applicant/ Appellant submits this Reply Brief in connection with the 
above-referenced patent application which is on appeal to the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences. 
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Remarks 

In response to Appellant's Brief of March 10, 2004, the Examiner has 
stated that 

The Argument that Kawamura and Eidson lack the single axis 
control nodes each having a clock and coordinated using network time 
synchronization is not persuasive because claim 27 does not specify 
synchronization to "network" time and does not specify "control 
nodes" having a clock and only a signal axis. Claim 27 may be 
considered representative of the group I (18-22 and 27-37). 
(Page 5, paragraph 4, Examiner's Answer, 6/1/04) (emphasis original). 

Appellant submits that claim 27 recites methods steps carried out by a 
set of control nodes that each control motion along a single axis of a motion 
control system.^ Claim 27 includes the steps of "for each axis" of a motion 
control system, obtaining a set of information via a network that pertains to a 
control value to be applied to the axis. Claim 27 further includes the steps of 
"for each axis" of a motion control system, applying a control value to the axis 
when a trigger time associated with the control value matches a time in "a 
clock associated with the axis." 

Kawamura and Eidson do not disclose or suggest for each axis of a 
motion control system the step of obtaining a set of information via a network 
that pertains to a control value to be applied to the axis as claimed in claim 27. 
Instead, Kawamura discloses a control apparatus 20 that for three axes of a 
motion control system (Kawamura, Figure 1 and col. 2, lines 18-21) receives a 
set of commands for the three axes via a common RAM (Kawamura, col. 2, 
lines 22-24). 

Furthermore, Kawamura and Eidson do not disclose or suggest for each 
axis of a motion control system the step of applying a control value to the axis 
when a trigger time associated with a control value matches a time in a clock 
associated with the axis as claimed in claim 27. Instead, Kawamura discloses a 

^ Claims 18-26 and 35-37 recite control nodes that each control motion along a single axis of a 
motion control system. It is submitted that the fact that the Examiner has selected claim 27 for 
his response is an adirussion by the Examiner that Kawamura and Eidson do not disclose or 
suggest a control node for controlling a single axis of a motion control system as claimed in 
claims 18-26 and 35-37. 
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control apparatus 20 that for a group of axes of a motion control system 
{Kawamura, Figure 1 and col. 2, lines 18-21) starts applying pulses to the group 
when all commands for the group are received by the control apparatus 20. 
{Kawamura, col. 1, lines 59-64). 

Appellant respectfully re-submits that the stated rejections cannot be 
maintained in view of the additional arguments set forth above. Appellant 
respectfully submits that all of the claims 18-37 are patentable under 35 U.S.C. 
§103 over the references cited by the Examiner and requests that the Board of 
Patent Appeals and Interferences direct allowance of the rejected claims. 



Respectfully submitted. 
By 





Paul H. Horstmann 



Reg. No. 36,167 
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